
MEASURES OF 
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Central Tendency
Central tendency is a way to organize data.

There are four measures of central tendency that we 
will use:

Mean

Median

Mode

Range
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Mean
The mean is the average

To calculate the mean we find the total and divide by 
the number of values:

1, 3, 6, 7, 8
Total: 25
# of Values: 5

25 / 5 = 5
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Median
The median is the middle number when all numbers 
are in order

To find the median we first need to put all numbers in 
order from least to greatest

Next, we find the number in the middle!

1, 3, 6, 7, 8
In order
Middle number: 6
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Mode
The mode is the number that appears the most

To find the mode we first need to order the numbers 
from least to greatest.

Next, count to see how many each number occurs

1, 3, 3, 6, 7, 8
Number that appears the most: 3
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Range
The range is the difference between the largest number 
and the smallest number.

To calculate the range we take the largest number and 
subtract the smallest number.

1, 3, 6, 7, 8
Largest #: 8     
Smallest #: 1

8 - 1 = 7
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